Villous processes from the inner segments of cones in the human macula lutea.
The cones of the human macula lutea were examined by scanning electron microscopy. It was found that each inner segment had about 15 thread-like processes which projected from the cell surface. They were arranged in a longitudinal straight line along the photoreceptor, and were directed away from or towards the fovea contralis. The villous processes may be analogous with the lateral fins of the inner segments of certain vertebrates. They may perhaps bridge the space between neighbouring photoreceptors and may establish contact and interaction between them.